
   

  
 

 

 “In this season’s darkness, our Advent wreath so bright, reminds us of 
the coming of Jesus Christ our light.”  As we go through these next few 
weeks before Christmas, let us prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus.  
 

 Fourth graders are working intently right now but having fun getting ready for 
the holiday season. Along with Advent preparation, students are designing 
Jesse tree ornaments, and science biomes. They are also reading Shiloh, 
studying division, states and their regions and writing expository essays. 

 
 The class voted to have Advent Angels for the next 3 weeks. The limit to spend 

is $15 total. I’d like to encourage the children to make something for their 
advent angel such as a card, friendship bracelet, picture or anything else they 
have a gift for doing. See the list of Favorites for each Advent Angel in the 
Friday Folders. 
 

 The students are now studying the Rocky Mountain region. Besides studying these 
states, they will begin working on their state travel brochures. Brochure designs 
needs to contain a map of their state, two historical sites, the state nickname, a 
favorite park or city and two annual festivals. It should have hand drawn pictures of 
the state bird, flower, tree or flag. Brochure samples have been shown and a 
criteria sheet and grading rubric given. We will walk through the process of creating 
this brochure step by step as we go. They will share their brochure with the rest of 
the class at the end of January.  

 
 Please remind your child to continue to practice their Math facts for at least 10 

minutes a day. We’ve moved into long division, then will begin fractions in January 
and they are all related. 
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Have a safe and peaceful holiday! 
 

    
 
 

 
 

Peace to you and your family, 
 
 
 
Kerry Thomas 
kthomas@school.assumption.org 
                          

 
 
 
 
  

          
 

 
 

Curriculum 
 

Upcoming School 
Events 

 

 
Mon., Dec 9th -  Pizza lunch 
 
Wed., Dec. 18th -  Hot lunch 
 
Thurs., Dec. 19th -  Christmas Program 
                              at 7pm, church 
 
Mon., Dec. 23 – Jan 6th – Christmas 
Break 
 
 

Literacy: Shiloh, Character Keys, Reading for details, silent 
consonants, expository writing 
Math: Daily 5, Fast Facts, problem solving, Long Division 
Religion: Advent, Jesse Tree ornaments, mass prep 
Social Studies: Rocky Mountain Region test, Southwest region, 
state travel brochure prep 
Science: Weekly Science News, Biome cubes 
Computer Science: IXL Math, RAZ Kids, Science News, tech 
typing, typing an expository paper 
PE: Improvement of archery basics. Work on cooperating 

efficiently and hitting the bullseye!   
Art: Cut paper creating a Polish paper design called wycinanki (vi-
chee-nan-kee). 
Spanish: Drawing and labeling their bedrooms, adjectives, 
vocabulary expansion, and putting sentences together.  
Music: Foundation Event preparation, singing together and 
matching pitch and tempo. Christmas Program songs, and 
reviewing rhythmic notation.  
 

Thought for the Week 
 

 
Your beliefs do not make you a better 

person.  
Your behavior does. 

Literacy Tip 
 

 
Students can lose interest in reading as they get 
older if they have not been adequately exposed to 
different genre. Each child needs to make a 
connection with the type of reading he will pursue in 
leisure time. Each child needs to make the 
connection that different types of reading are used 
for different activities. 
 


