Eighth Grade Language Arts

Instructor: Mrs. Case

Writing: Students will write often. We will use Six Trait Writing (focusing on ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency and convention) to improve writing skills. Students will also use the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing and publishing) to sequence through a piece of writing. Students will self edit and peer edit many of the writing products from our class. I will assess your skills and meet with you about your skills and needs in writing.  

Some writings will be a paragraph and others several pages.  All final drafts will be typed.  Prewriting and rough drafts will be turned in with the final draft.  
Students will demonstrate a variety of writing styles including



Opinion



Persuasive 



Compare and Contrast 



Research Report



Personal Narrative



Poem

Spelling/Vocabulary:   Students will also learn how to correctly spell words using, Zaner-Bloser Spelling Connection textbook. This program is a school-wide.  

Latin Roots are continued in the 8th grade program as part of Spelling and Vocabulary.   
Grammar:  Houghton Mifflin English text is use to study grammar, punctuation, sentence dissecting, parts of speech as well as reference and practice for writing.  

Language Arts Grading: 

Writing


40%

Grammar


25%

Spell/Vocab


25%  

Behavior/Participation
10%

