How to pronounce Spanish Words

Four important things that determine how to pronounce Spanish words are:
1. The sound of each letter (know your ABCs).
2. The difference between consonants & vowels.

· Vowels are: a, e, i, o, u

· Consonants are all the other letters.

3. How to make syllables. 

· A consonant must be grouped with a vowel to form a syllable

· When a consonant is between vowels, it becomes a syllable with the vowel that is after it. 
· A vowel can be a syllable by itself, or joined with other vowels, or joined with a consonant.
4. Which syllable gets the strongest emphasis in the word.
RULES OF EMPHASIS IN SPANISH WORDS:

A. If the word ends in a consonant (but not n or s), the emphasis is on the LAST syllable.

B. If the word ends in a vowel, n, or s, the emphasis is on the 
SECOND-to-LAST syllable.
C. If it doesn’t follow these rules, then an accent mark must be used to show which syllable get the emphasis. 

Exercise: 
1. Put a line between each syllable of these words.
2. Which emphasis rule does each word follow? (A, B, or C?)

3. This is homework. Take home to complete and turn in on Nov. 5. 

Word/syllables
Rule of emphasis

gato


______________

perro


______________

tortilla


______________

manzana

______________
niño


______________

zapatos

______________

papel


______________

lápiz


______________
azul


______________

rojo


______________

verde


______________

blanco


______________

negro


______________

amarillo

______________

anaranjado

______________

hola


______________

escuela

______________
estudiante

______________

profesor

______________

Word/syllables
Rule of emphasis

profesora

______________

libro


______________

pupitre

______________

bolígrafo

______________

carpeta

______________

cuaderno

______________

clase


______________

cuerpo

______________

ojo


______________
cabeza

______________

nariz


______________

boca


______________

brazo


______________

dedo


______________

mano


______________

estómago

______________

pierna


______________

pie


______________

Estados
______________

Unidos
______________

México
______________

Guatemala
______________

Honduras
______________

El Salvador
______________

Nicaragua
______________

Costa Rica
______________

Panamá
______________

Cuba

______________

República
​______________

Dominicana
______________

Puerto

​______________

Rico

______________

Venezuela
______________

Colombia 
______________
Ecuador
______________
Perú 

______________
Bolivia 
______________

Chile

______________
Argentina
______________

Paraguay
​______________

Uruguay
______________

España
______________

Nombre
______________

Padre

______________

Hijo

______________

Espíritu
______________

Santo

______________

iglesia

______________

religión
______________

católico
______________

cristiano
______________

Jesucristo
______________

Dios

______________

Señor

______________

Santa

______________
María

______________

mujeres
______________

bendita
______________

vientre
______________

ruega

______________

pecadores
______________
ahora

______________

nuestra
______________

muerte
______________

