6th Grade Literature

Instructor:  Marc Costanza

Content:

Prentice Hall Literature as a text will be occasionally used. This is supplemented by handouts in the Oral Tradition Unit, the Myth Unit, and the American Short Story Unit. We will do at least one Novel.

Neighborhood Odes by Gary Soto, a collection of Chicano poetry 

 
You Come Too by Robert Frost, a collection of his best nature and eastern 
states poetry

These will be supplemented by the student’s bringing in poems of their choosing.

In February, we begin Shakespeare’s “Julius Caesar” and “Much Ado About Nothing” with various one act plays performed.

Letter Journal
 Letter format
1st paragraph—pages read, time read, genre, title

2nd paragraph—summary no more than 4 sentences, at least 3 sentences.

3rd paragraph—opinion, 2 sentences minimum, 5 max.

Due on Friday, accepted by Monday for half.

Example:

Dear Mr. Costanza,


This week, I read for about 20 minutes a night for a total of 120 pages.  The book is called The Iron Council and is Science Fiction.


So far, Ori has begun recruiting other citizens of New Crobuzon to rebel against the current mayor and maybe even assassinate her.  On a parallel thread, Cutter and a few other dissidents have fled New Crobuzon to find the legendary Iron Council—a group that successfully held at bay the military and railway crew.  The goal is to establish a new government where the military are not in charge.


Once I got through the first two chapters, I realized that there were two characters through which the story is told.  I found that confusing.  It is also hard to identify with the characters as there are so many non-human ones:  Khepri (insect women), cactus people, water things, constructs (half machine or other creature with the original), golems, etc.

Sincerely,

Marc Costanza

Book reports:  Due approximately every 3 weeks.  Must do one of each before repeating and one must be from a non-fiction book.
Report styles:

Standard--



Head a paper as you would for class.




Where assignment goes, put genre.

Under that, the first line of your paper, in center, put Title and author.



Write a two paragraph summary of book.



Skip two lines.



Write a one paragraph opinion of book.



Skip two lines



Write two or so sentences on your favorite character.


Shadow Box/Diorama—



Illustrate one scene of your book using paper, clay, salt dough, etc.



Attach a 3/5 card to top with title, author, and your name followed by a description of illustrated scene.


Oral—



Same format as standard except presented in front of class orally.


Creative—



Chose a book and present one scene to the class:  puppet show, theater, etc.
Extra Credit—extra book report, on a book you have not done one on but have journaled on.  Must be in standard form.  10 pts.  
Read-aloud 

I will read books and poetry aloud to you also.

Literature Grading

Reports 
50% 

Journal 
25%

Classwork 
15%

Participation 
10%

