
“Assumption - A hero’s 
code of life” 

Wednesday, March 24, 2004 

“The highest result of education is tolerance,” Helen Keller 

Fourth Week of Lent 
During Lent we have emphasized Prayer, Fasting, 
Learning, and Giving.  Many of your students have 
taken all of these to heart.  You students’ spirituality is 
taught and encouraged by all of us at school.  But, it is 
really homemade.  Your influence and modeling is the 
most important.  It is so gratifying to every teacher 
when they see that modeling coming from you.  If you 
get frustrated in your work of parenting know that 
even when you call to God from the depths of your 
heart in unspoken words it always reaches God, and 
God always hears. 
 
Catholic Educators Conference-No School – This 
Friday 
On Friday, March 26, there will not be school for the 
students.  Every teacher will be at John F. Kennedy 
High School in Burien for the Catholic Educators 
Conference with all of the Catholic school K-12 
teachers in the Archdiocese of Seattle.  Many of our 
teachers are taking displays and descriptions of 
lessons to share in a special section with other 
teachers.  Upon return from the conference a report of 
the learning and experiences will be done. 
 
ITBS Testing Continues through Monday 
The Iowa Test of Basic Skills standardized 
achievement test will continue to be administered 

through Monday,  March 29 to all grade 2, 3, 5, 6, & 8 
students.  The test covers all academic areas.  Please be 
sure that no appointments are made during this time.  
Hopefully all students will be well and at school on 
time to begin the testing times.  Students should have a 
good night of sleep and a healthy breakfast to be ready 
for the test week.  Students in grades 4 and 7 will take 
the WASL or Washington Assessment of Student 
Learning at the end of April. 
 
Lenten Soup Supper Tonight 
There are Lenten Soup Suppers every Wednesday 
during Lent.  The school parents and students will be 
providing the soup, bread, and service to tonight’s Soup 
Supper.  Everyone is welcome to attend Mass at 
6:00PM and then come to the gym after Mass around 
6:30 for the Lenten Soup Supper.  Vivian Hartz has 
very graciously volunteered to be the chairperson for 
the supper.  Please drop off your soup and bread before 
Mass. 

 
Ellen Anderson  
Fun Run 
How is it going?  Have you 
collected your pledges and 
turned in the money?  You 
have until next Wednesday, 
March 31.  Ellen Anderson, 

who is 94, came to the Fun Run with her granddaughter 
with donations that she had already collected.  Her 
dedication and kindness to the school is an inspiration 
to all of us.  Ellen’s acquaintance with the school started 
with her hours of volunteer work for the school.  The 
Ellen Anderson Fun Run is named after her because of 
her support for the school.  Thank you to Ellen and to 
all of you for all that you do for the school. 
Good Friday Retreat   
Every teacher handles Holy Week at school in their 
classroom religion lessons and with a culmination of the 

Friday, April 2, 2004—10:30AM  
Mrs. McClurg’s kindergarten class will be 
planning this Mass. 
 
Reconciliation Service– Grade 3  
9:00 AM – Thursday, March 25 

Lenten activities that have been 
happening throughout Lent. On 
Good Friday the Holy Week 
prayer services are done as a 
school community called the 
Good Friday Retreat.  The 

seventh graders lead.  At 9:00 in the gym the students 
gather for Prayer in the Garden.  The students start with 
the Last Supper, the Prayer in the Garden, and the Prayer 
at the Cross.   Readings and songs will be lead by part of 
the seventh grade class.  The students return to their 
classrooms where the teachers continue with the Good 
Friday Retreat by doing prayers and activities for their 
individual classes.  At 10:45 the Live Stations of the 
Cross will be enacted by a part of the seventh grade class 
with the band opening and closing with meditation 
music.  Parents and parishioners are invited to join at 
both the Prayer Service in the gym and the Live Stations 
in the church. 
 
When is Spring Vacation? 
For this year Spring Vacation is the week after Easter.  
The students are dismissed at 11:45 on Good Friday to 
be with their parents for this special day of Holy Week.  
Then school is closed and will resume on Monday, April 
19 with our regular schedule. 
 
Important SCRIP Update  
This is the last week on the SCRIP calendar for this year. 
This is the last week to buy SCRIP to have it credited for 
the $2,400.00 purchase and to credit tuition for the 
2003/2004 school year. Any SCRIP bought after April 
1st will be credited towards the 2004/2005 school year. 
Contractually you are to have the total $2,400.00 of 
SCRIP purchased by April 1 or pay the total $80.00 in 
buy out by this time. 
 
Student Council News  
There will be a Student Council meeting tomorrow on 
Thursday , March 25. The meeting will be at 2:35 in 
Mrs. Smith's room. 
 
 
Eighth Grade Parent Meeting  
Next Tuesday at 6:30PM in the Eighth Grade Classroom 
there will be an Eighth Grade Meeting which centers on 

the San Francisco Science Trip and the fundraising 
necessary for the Eighth Grade Retreat. Ms. 
Gottschalk will give the latest information from 
Dorothy St. Julien, the instructor from the Meridian 
School District, concerning the trip. All parents and 
eighth graders are expected to attend.  
 
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts New Life Fundraiser 
WOW!  They’re delicious!  Everyone has the 
opportunity to purchase some Krispy Kreme 
Doughnuts from the 8th grade class to help raise 
funds for their retreat.  To support this delicious and 
worthwhile fundraiser, simply order and prepay by 
Monday April 19.  The doughnuts will be delivered 
on Friday, April 23.  Look for ordering information in 
your Wednesday Parent Envelope.   
 
PTC Executive Board 
Meeting 
The PTC Executive Board will 
meet on Tuesday, April 6, at 
7:00PM in the LMC.  The 
board will review the officer 
candidate list for next year, plan for the last PTC 
meeting in May, and review the current spring 
activities. 
 
Bellingham Herald Centennial Winners 
The Bellingham Herald held a writing contest for all 
seventh graders across the city of Bellingham in 
celebration and honor of the city’s 100th Celebration.  
All of our seventh grade students entered the contest 
with the guidance of Ms. Gottschalk in their language 
arts class.  Max Kahn was the overall Assumption 
Catholic School winner and Evan Brunhaver came in 
second.  Congratulations to Max, Evan, and every 
seventh graders for their work that honors the 
memories and points of history around the city of 
Bellingham. 
 
 
 
State Math Olympiad Championships Saturday! 
Saturday, March 27, teams from Assumption’s 5th 
through 8th grade Math Olympiad program will be 
competing in the state competition in Blaine.  Wish 

 



 

these students well as they solve probability, algebra, 
geometry and mental math problems to compete against 
teams from throughout Washington state.  
 
Chess Update  
Last Saturday the Shoreline chess tournament took place. 
Jane Paz-Toledo and Ian Witecki competed in the K-3 
section. In the 4-6 section Peter Wilson, Garrett 
Burnham, Drew Ronson, Mayra Paz-Toledo, and 
Thomas Witecki were representing Assumption Catholic 
School. Thomas Witecki took first place with 4.5 points 
in the 4-6 category, and Drew Ronson took 4th place in 
fourth grade.  Despite good efforts by our players, 
Assumption 4-6 team finished fourth. We missed the 3rd 
place trophy by only one point.  There are no 
tournaments until April 24th ( the State Championship).  
Please practice on line utilizing the chess 4kids program 
on your own. Only four chess club meetings remain this 
school year.   Coach Witecki  
 
The Colors of Life 
The Colors of Life is an International Library of Poetry 
book that publishes student work.  Nina Deacon, a 
seventh grader, has one of her poems, "We Must Move 
On" published in the 2003 edition of The Colors of Life.  
A copy of the  book is in the Library Media Center where 
you can read Nina's poem about the 
tragedy of 9/11.  Congratulations, Nina! 
 
Walking Shorts May Be Worn - 
March 22 
The students may wear walking shorts 
if you agree that it is warm enough.  
The walking shorts are to be uniform navy blue twill. 
You can purchase them from the School Days Uniform 
Store.  They are to hit right above the knee.  No cargo or 
shorter shorts may be worn.  Middle School students may 
wear blue or khaki twill walking shorts from the Schools 
Days Uniform Store.  Please call Mary Smith at 676-
4588. 
 
 
 
Are you interested in being "Schooldays Uniforms"? 
 Mary Smith is planning to retire from the uniform 
business and is looking for the right person to take over 
"Schooldays Uniforms".  The ideal candidate is a parent 

who will be at Assumption School for at least 5-6 
years, have the financial resources to purchase the 
inventory and order more uniforms for the summer 
sale, hold a summer uniform sale, and be available 
several weeks before the beginning of school to sell 
uniforms. You would also need space to store the 
uniforms. Please contact Mary Smith at 676-4588.  
 
Grass and Dirt Project for Field 
It is time to begin using the funds collected at the 
auction for the new grass and dirt out on the playfield.  
We have over $5,000 for this project.  There will be an 
organizational meeting on Tuesday, March 30, at 7:00 
PM in the LMC.  At present, Gina Campbell and I are 
collecting four bids from landscapers and gardening 
services.  If you want to give a bid or know of a good 
place from which to get a bid please notify Mrs. 
Brand.  At the March 30 meeting we need people who 
have strong muscles, a light spirit, and can shovel dirt 
and do hard work and people who will give us good 
input as to the best bid and planning of getting new 
topsoil and grass onto the playfield. 
 
Ski to Sea Parade 
The Junior Ski to Sea Parade this year is going to be 
on May 21.  We had a great turnout last year.  We 
hope to have more participants this year. There will be 
a float this year as well.  We also plan to have a bike 
decorating contest with the theme of "Our Heroes."  
Each student may decorate his/her bike based on his/
her favorite hero.  Participants will receive free dress 
coupons and participating parents will receive fund 
raising hours.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Linh Vu Chen at 380-4821 or Sonia Hayes at 
733-6984 for more info. 
 
Pictures for End of Year Slide Show 
If you have pictures of any of the school events or 
school sponsored events and would like to have them 
in the end of the year slide show, email them, bring 
them in or put them on a disk. I am in the process of  
putting the slide show together.  The kids love to see 
themselves and their friends on the “Big Screen”.   Put 
your name on the pictures or disks and I will get them 
back to you.  Thank you in advance for making this a 
great presentation!  Carol Patterson 
 

No Vacation During School Time 
According to the Parent/Student Handbook on page 4 it 
states, "Students are to attend school everyday unless ill.  
All family trips should be scheduled during school 
breaks and summer.  Students who go on vacation during 
regular scheduled school time should not expect that 
school homework will be given beforehand.  Your 
student will miss important learning."  A number of 
teachers have come to me about the growing amount of 
students being out of school on vacations during school 
time.  This is highly discouraged.  -Mrs. Brand 
 
Missoula Children's Theater "Hansel & Gretel" 
This year the try-outs for "Hansel & Gretel" are on 
Monday, April 26, at 2:45 after school in the gym.  The 
fee for the students who are chosen to be part of "Hansel 
& Gretel" is $20.00 per student.  This money goes into 
the PTC fund that helps defray the costs of having the 
Missoula Children's Theater come to the school. 
 
Assumption Esperanza Service & Learning Trek 
Breakfast Fundraiser 
You are all invited to a scrumptious Blueberry pancake 
breakfast this Sunday, March 28 after both 
the 8:30 & 10:45 am Masses in the gym. 
We have our famous chef Raul Vera 
promising again to help cook up a tasty 
breakfast consisting of: Blueberry 
Pancakes, Eggs, Sausage, and Hot 
Beverage. All for only $5.00 per adult, and $2.00 for 
children under 12. Come support our trekkers and enjoy 
a delicious treat.   
 
All 1st Grade Parents of children making their 1st 
Holy Communion at Assumption next year. If you 
haven’t contacted Becky or Sherry to help with the First 
Communion reception please do so ASAP!  If you have 
already called thank you so much. We expect ALL first 
grade parents to help, that includes RE and the school. 
This is a blessed event for our children and we want to 
make their celebration a special one!  Contact Becky 
Hollcroft, 647-8933, or Sherry Minniger, 738-9013, and 
sign-up to serve. 
 
First Holy Communion:  Next Class: Saturday, April 3 
from 9-10:30 am in the church. All parents and children 
will need to attend if your child will be receiving the 
blessed sacrament this year. First Holy Communion 
books need to be picked up at the parish office for those 
who missed the first class on March 13.  

 
Vacation Church School 
Registration begins this week for our Ecumenical 
Vacation Church School. We will “Set Sail” for a 
week of travel with apostle Paul to share the good 
news. Our adventure takes place on Monday, June 
28 – Friday, July 2, 2004 at the First Christian Church. 
All children Pre-School – 6th grade are invited to 
participate. Registration forms are available in the 
kiosk. Helpers are needed!  In order to provide an 
exciting and meaningful experience for the children 
we need LOTS of HELPERS. Ages 14 and up are 
encouraged to help. What’s your gift - Storyteller, 
Tribal Leadership, Crafts person, Kitchen, 
Photographer, Decorating, Nursery/Toddler Care? We 
need it all. Call me to sign-up, Regina, 733-1380 x22. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful …..Lord Hear Our Prayers 
Loving Lord, Who suffered and died for our sins, help 
us during Lent to pray, fast, learn, and give as we 
grow closer to You, we pray to the Lord. 
 
God in Heaven, Who seeks peace and justice for all of 
God’s people, we ask for help and comfort for all 
involved in the war in Iraq, we pray to the Lord. 
 
Compassionate God, Who loves all of the people, we 
ask for special love, strength, and care for a very 
special intention, we pray to the Lord. 

366 Day Raffle Winners 
March 17, 2004 to March 23, 2004 

 
Rose Formichella 

Tim Yeomans 
Bekki Weston 
Sarah Geiser 

Al & MaryAnn Wood ($50 winner) 
Ronnie Doyle 
Dru Morrow 

 
All are $10 winners unless otherwise indicated 


