
“Assumption - A hero’s 
code of life” 

Wednesday, March 17, 2004 

“Nothing you do for a child is ever wasted”. Garrison Keillor   

Student Readiness for ITBS Testing 
The Iowa Test of Basic Skills standardized 
achievement test will be administered from March 22 
to March 31 to all grade 2, 3, 5, 6, & 8 students.  The 
test covers all academic areas.  Please be sure that no 
appointments are made during this time.  Hopefully all 
students will be well and at school on time to begin 
testing.  Students should have a good night of sleep 
and a healthy breakfast to be ready for the test next 
week.  Students in grades 4 and 7 will take the WASL 
or Washington Assessment of Student Learning at the 
end of April. 
 
 
Catholic Educators Conference 
No School – March 26 
On Friday, March 26, there will not 
be school for the students.  Every 
teacher will be at John F. Kennedy 
High School in Burien for the Catholic Educators 
Conference with all of the Catholic school K-12 
teachers in the Archdiocese of Seattle.  Many of our 
teachers are taking displays and descriptions of 
lessons to share in a special section with other 
teachers.  Upon return from the conference a report of 
the learnings and experiences will be done. 
 
 

Ellen Anderson Fun Run 
Many thanks are extended to all of 
the students, teachers, and parents 
who participated in the Fun Run.  
Tom Jessup, Francine and Ted 
Strand, and many parent volunteers 
went out of their way to make this a great Ellen 
Anderson Fun Run.  Collect the pledges and have your 
students turn in your money as soon as possible.  Read 
the Fun Run brochures and flyers to make sure you 
follow the guidelines and deadlines.  Our Student 
Council Assembly on Friday, April 2, will be 
highlighting the Fun Run participants and winners.  
 
Report Cards Home Today 
Today, the teachers sent all report cards home.  Please 
look for your student’s second trimester report card.  
Our students showed remarkable progress this second 
trimester in their learning.  If you have questions or 
concerns talk to your student first, then your student's 
teacher, and to me if you still have concerns.  All of 
your students should be commended for the hard work 
and dedication put into their learning.  -Mrs. Brand 
 
Lenten Soup Supper Next Wednesday Evening 
There are Lenten Soup Suppers every Wednesday 
during Lent.  The school parents and students will be 
providing the soup, bread, and service for the March 24 
Soup Supper.  Everyone is welcome to attend Mass at 
6:00 PM and then come to the gym after Mass around 
6:30 for the Lenten Soup Supper.  Vivian Hartz has 
graciously volunteered to be the chairperson for the 
supper.  Please drop off your soup and 
bread before Mass and if you 
volunteered to help set-up, stay and 
help Vivian set-up.  We’ll see all of 
you at the Lenten Soup Suppers. 
 
 

Friday, April 2, 2004—10:30AM  
Mrs. McClurg’s kindergarten class will be 
planning this Mass. 
 
Reconciliation Service- Grades 4 & 5  
9:00 AM – Friday, March 19 

National History Day Success 
Each one of our eighth grade students 
participated in the regional National 
History Day last Saturday, March 13, at 
Western Washington University. All of 
the students did a very good presentation 
of their history project.  Marissa Orme, Michelle Berry, 
and Tammy Bennett will be on TV on KVOS station as 
part of the video on National History Day. Maggie Liu’s 
project made it to state competition in Ellensburg, 
Washington the weekend of May 1, 2004!  
Congratulations to Mrs. Susan Thurston, their instructor, 
and every eighth grade student for all of their hard work 
and expertise put into National History Day. 
 
Assumption Alumnus Featured with  
Notre Dame Glee Club 
Ben Erhardt, a 1998 Assumption graduate and a 2001 
Sehome High School graduate, was a featured artist of 
the Notre Dame Glee Club concert last Saturday night at 
Assumption Church.  The quality, spirituality, and joy of 
watching Ben and his fellow Glee Club artists was a very 
special treat.   We presently have three recent graduates 
at Notre Dame in Indiana.  They are Angelo Gacad, Nick 
Kheriaty, and Ben Erhardt. 
 
Help! Alumni Birthday Celebration Newsletter  
Needs to Get Mailed 
The school needs to get out the second notice about our 
May 1st 90th Birthday Celebration right now.  It will 
only be one page and have a self-addressed postcard 
attached in some way to be mailed back.  This will 
enable the School Commission Committee doing the 
celebration to know how many will be attending.  It will 
be a bulk mailing.  We need someone to be in charge of 
assembling and doing the bulk mail by the end of next 
week. Call Anne Brand at 733-6133 or send a note if you 
can be in charge of this. Thanks you in advance.   
 
Grass and Dirt Project for Field 
It is time to begin using the funds collected at the auction 
for the new grass and dirt out on the playfield.  We have 
over $5,000 for this project.  There will be an 
organizational meeting on Tuesday, March 30, at 7:00 
PM in the LMC.  At present, Gina Campbell and I are 
collecting four bids from landscapers and gardening 

services.  If you want to give a bid or know of a good 
place from which to get a bid please notify Mrs. 
Brand.  At the March 30 meeting we need people who 
have strong muscles, a light spirit, and can shovel dirt 
and do hard work and people who will give us good 
input as to the best bid and planning of getting new 
topsoil and grass onto the playfield. 
 
Parent Second Step Meeting for Third Grade 
There are some social issues on the playground and, at 
times, in the classroom for both third grades.  We are 
asking that all third grade parents attend a Parent 
Second Step Meeting on Monday, March 22, in the 
LMC at 7:00 PM.  Joanne Johnson of the Bellingham 
School District, who is a parent trainer of Second Step 
skills, will present at this meeting.  Mrs. Johnson is 
available to Assumption as part of our federal title 
funds.  Mrs. Johnson has worked with some of the 
third grade students and will now work with the 
parents.  Any parents in our school are more than 
welcome to attend. 
 
Missoula Children's Theater Co-Chairs & 
Volunteers Needed 
Enclosed in this week's Parent Envelope is an article 
about this year's Missoula Children's Theater Play, 
"Hansel and Gretel".  Previously we had been told it 
would be "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs".  It is 
definitely a wonderful modern adaptation of "Hansel 
and Gretel".  The try-outs are on Monday, April 26 
after school.  The two performances are on Friday 
evening, April 30th, at 7:00PM and on Saturday, May 
1st, at 2:00PM. The most important thing we need are 
at least two parents to be co-chairs this year with 
Kathy Stambaugh who has done this for several years.  
Please call her immediately to help with 
this year and get prepared for next year.  
We also need parent volunteers to help 
out.  Many of you have had students in 
the play for several years and 
understand the process.  Please come 
forward to help with leadership. 
 
Piano Player for Missoula Children's Theater 
We need a piano player for Wed. & Thurs., April 28 
& 29, from 3:00 to 7:00, Friday, April 30 from 3:00 to 

 



 

8:00 and on Saturday, May 1 from 1:30 to 3:30. If you 
have these capabilities or know someone who could do 
this please call Kathy Stambaugh at 676-2704. 
 
Walking Shorts May Be Worn - March 22 
Starting next Monday the students may wear walking 
shorts if you agree that it is warm enough.  The walking 
shorts are to be uniform navy blue twill. You can 
purchase them from the School Days Uniform Store.  
They are to hit right above the knee.  No cargo or shorter 
shorts may be worn.  Middle School students may wear 
blue or khaki twill walking shorts from the Schools Days 
Uniform Store.  Please call Mary Smith at 676-4588. 
 
Are you interested in being "Schooldays Uniforms"? 
 Mary Smith is planning to retire from the uniform 
business and is looking for the right person to take over 
"Schooldays Uniforms".  The ideal candidate is a parent 
who will be at Assumption School for at least 5-6 years, 
have the financial resources to purchase the inventory 
and order more uniforms for the summer sale, hold a 
summer uniform sale, and be available several weeks 
before the beginning of school to sell uniforms. You 
would also need space to store the uniforms. Please 
contact Mary Smith at 676-4588.  
 
Highly Capable Testing for Next Year's Ninth 
Graders 
Three of our eighth graders are being tested for the 
Highly Capable Program in the Bellingham Public 
Schools for their ninth grade year of high school.  The 
testing is taking place on Friday, April 2, from 8:30 to 
11:30 at the Roeder Building.  Parents are responsible for 
transportation to and from the testing site.  We pray for 
the best for Maggie Liu, Nick Kolodychuk and Ross 
Gideon. 
 
Catholic Daughters of America Poster Winners 
Every student from grades five through eight participated 
in the Catholic Daughters of America Poster Contest.  
"Let Freedom Ring" and "Spirit Dwells Within Us" were 
the themes for this year's contest.  In Division I, Bridget 
Wolf took first place and Rachel Pauls took second place.  
In Division II, Lindsay Nakatani took first place and Lexi 
Foldenauer took second place.  These go on to the state 
and national contests.  Our school has had state and 
national winners in the recent past.  Congratulations to all 

of the students participating in the CDA Poster Contest 
and in particular our local winners. 
 
Notes from the LMC 
Many thanks to Erin Vandersypen, the Liu family, 
Karen Reed, Larry Strasser, Michele Benoit Slawson, 
Nicole Wakabayashi, Cason & Paige Plancich, Kirby 
Larson, Maura Schaefer, Luke Schneider, Riley 
Wendling, Conor McClurg, Lisa Blas, Nancy Whyte, 
Lindsey Nakatani, Brian Dunphy, Nora and Jack Suel, 
and Andrea Davis for their wonderful contributions to 
the library. Remember, we have a good collection of 
family videos that students are welcome to check out 
with a written note or phone call to Margie Sawyer at 
the LMC.  
 
Pictures for End of Year Slide Show 
If you have pictures of any of the school events or 
school sponsored events and would like to have them 
in the end of the year slide show, email them, bring 
them in or put them on a disk. I am in the process of  
putting the slide show together.  The kids love to see 
themselves and their friends on the “Big Screen”.   Put 
your name on the pictures or disks and I will get them 
back to you.  Thank you in advance for making this a 
great presentation!  Carol Patterson 
 
Donation from Target 
Families, teachers, and friends who have used their 
Target Charge card in recent months made it possible 
for the school to receive a check for $293.57.  Target 
donates 1% of Target Visa and Target Guest Card 
purchases made at Target or at target.com to eligible 
K-12 schools designated by our guests.  Thanks for 
your support and we encourage others to join the 
support through the Target Take Charge of Education 
school fundraising program. 
 
Field Trip Movie Guidelines 
When teachers take classes on field trips there is a 
sheet of guidelines and which student is riding with 
which parent.  These are Archdiocese school policies 
that we are following.  It has come to my attention that 
some parents are having students watch movies on 
their car or individual DVD players.  Part of our 
guidelines will include that all movies watched in a car 
for a school field trip or co-curricular activity have to 
be a “G” rating.  It is important to note that “PG13” or 

other rated movies cannot be watched.  Thank you for 
your cooperation in this matter.  Contact Mrs. Brand if 
you have any questions or comments.   
 
Federal Title Funds Access With the No Child Left 
Behind enactment it is now possible for independent 
schools to access more funds for use through the Federal 
Title funds.  Our Title 1 funds which have traditionally 
been a half/time teacher and instructional assistant from 
the Bellingham Public Schools teaching their program to 
K-5 students with reading needs who live in a specified 
Title 1 service area will now change.  Next year we will 
hire a Title 1 resource teacher to help any students in our 
school who need help from grades K-8. Our funds for 
Title 1 will be used for our program.  Title IIA have 
expanded greatly.  For this reason we are able to have a 
Slingerland Reading Workshop for ten teachers two 
weekends on Mar. 19 & 20 and April 2 & 3.  This 
workshop has the instructor paid, the credits for our 
teachers paid, and extra pay for the teachers working on 
Friday nights and Saturdays.  Every teacher in the school 
will also receive a Slingerland Handwriting course in 
May after school and on an inservice afternoon with the 
college credits paid.  This year our Title 11D funds 
bought new Science books for the sixth grade for next 
year plus needed globes and maps.  Our Title IV funds 
help with Joanne Johnson's workshops and with training 
new teachers next year for Second Step and Steps to 
Respect usage.  The Bellingham School District 
administrates the funds.  The district has gone out of 
their way to include Assumption in the planning and 
execution of the usage of the funds. 
 

Assumption Esperanza Service & Learning Trek 
Breakfast Fundraiser 

You are all invited to a scrumptious Blueberry pancake 
breakfast on Sunday, March 28 after both the 8:30 & 
10:45 am Masses in the gym. We have our famous chef 
Raul Vera promising again to help cook up a tasty 
breakfast consisting of: Blueberry Pancakes, Eggs, 
Sausage, and Hot Beverage. All for only $5.00 per adult, 
and $2.00 for children under 12. Come support our 
trekkers and enjoy a delicious treat. Need help with your 
yard work, painting, house cleaning or misc. chores? 
Consider hiring a trekker.  Are teens are always looking 
for ways to earn money for their Service Trek. If you are 
interested in hiring a trekker or would like more 
information, please contact Regina @ 733-1380 x22 or 
Tashie Zang @ 715-3779. Thank you for your support. 

Assumption First Holy Communion Reception:  
All 1st grade parents who will be having a child/
children making their First Holy Communion at 
Assumption next year are expected to help with this 
years First Communion reception on Sunday, April 25 
at 9:30 am in the gym. We will need help with set-up, 
clean-up, and food. Call Becky Hollcroft at 647-8933 
or Sherry Minninger at 738-9013 to sign-up.  
Remember next year you will get to enjoy the fruits of 
others labor. For more information contact Regina 
Vera at 733-1380.  1st Holy Communion: Next class 
is schedule for Saturday, April 3rd from 9-10:30 am in 
the church.  All children who will be receiving this 
blessed sacrament at Assumption and their parents 
will need to attend. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful …..Lord Hear Our Prayers 
Loving Jesus, Who welcomes all children to You, we 
thank you for the health and beauty of a new child of 
God, Rachel Zender, who joins her family Bob, Barb, 
Heather and Michele, we pray to the Lord. 
 
Loving Lord, Who suffered and died for our sins, help us 
during Lent to pray, fast, learn, and give as we grow 
closer to You, we pray to the Lord. 
 
God in Heaven, Who seeks peace and justice for all of 
God’s people, we ask for help and comfort for all 
involved in the train crashes in Spain, we pray to the 
Lord.     
 
Compassionate God, Who loves all of the people, we ask 
for special love, strength, and care for a very special 
intention, we pray to the Lord. 

366 Day Raffle Winners 
March 10, 2004 to March 16, 2004 

 
Andy Lee 

Dom Chambers 
Robert LaRiviere 

Grace Bob 
Sarah Geiser ($50 winner) 

Lucille Stackhouse 
Gregg Dunphy 

 
All are $10 winners unless otherwise indicated 


